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PRO V. xxiv. 2 


My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King - 
and meddle not with them that arg given 
to Change. 


je& of Diſcourſes made upon this Day, and in- 
deed they ſuggeſt to us the chief Ules that a 
Nation ſhould make of that fad Calamity and 
horrid Wickedneſs which occafioned our meeting toge- 
ther upon it : but there is no Uſe fo obvious, or 10 om 
rehenſive in its Nature, as that in the latter part of my 
ext, not to aeddle with them that are given 70 
Change. 

For in truth what was it that brought this (treat Evil 
upon the Nation, but a fatal Deſire to change, which 
by turns pofi=fſed almoſt all Parties in the Kingdom? In 
= the firſt place, Both the Court and the Church deſired to 
change more than they ſhould have done: the one by 
” graſping at more Power than the Law allowed ir, the 
other by going off from rhe Plainneſs and Simplicity of 
former Times; by which, ſtrong Prejudices were raiſed 
in the Nation againſt Both. | „„ 

The Enemies, on the other ſide, of the Church and 
Crown, were quite giddy with the Defire of Changiue. 
In the Church, inſtead of Reforming the Innovations 
they complained of, they aboliſhed its Liturgy, and Ca- 
nons, and Apoſtolieil Form of Government, and that 
which had continued its Government from the firſt plan- 
ting of Chriſtianity among us. However, they could not 
agree to eſtabliſh any _ in the room of it, but went 
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T. ESE Words have frequently been the Sub- 
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ga in Mazes of Error and Enthuſiaſm, till things were 
broughr to their old State again at the Reſtoration... 

In the State, they that began the War deſired to 
change, but they could not well tell what, or how far ; 


till atter ſome time a new Sett of Men came into their 


Places, who quickly changed the Monarchy into a Re- 
publicx : That, in a little time after, was changed into 
a new kind of Tyranny, by a Protector and an Army. 
When that was ended, great Variety of new Projects ſuc- 
ceeded one another, till the Nation quite weary with 
1 many Changes, fixed at laſt upon its antient Foun- 
tion, 3 5 5 „ 

* Thus as this Humour of Changing did by turns 
ſeize all Parties among us, ſo it ended in the Deſtructi- 
dn of each of them one after another; and in the mean 
time brought infinite Calamities upon the Kingdom. 

My Text therefore contains a wiſe piece of Advice to 
prevent theſe Evils, that we ſhould not meddle with, or 
mix in our Counſels with thoſe that are of an unquiet 
Humour, and that are projecting Changes in the Courſe 


of Government: but it ſeems eſpecially intended againſt 
thoſe, who project Changes by Rebellion; and to deter 


Men from it, it repreſents the ſad Judgments it com- 
monly brings upon the Actors both from God and the 

ing. My Son, ſays he, fear thou the Lond and the 
King, and meddle not with them that are given to 


® Change. And then in the next Verſe it follows, For 


their Calamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who &noweth the 
Rn of them both © that is, who knoweth the Ruin 


and Deitruction that both God and the King may bring 
upon ſuch wicked Perſons ? 1 | 
With relpett to the King, as there cannot he any 
greater Offence againſt him than the Crime of Rebellion, 


ir ſtriking direct y both at his Throne and his Life; fo 


there is no Crime that is more ſeverely punifhed by the 


Laws and Cuſtoms of all Nations. and it is hut rare 
that the Per ſons concerned do eſcape theſe Puniſhments, 
but that they Either die in Battle, or afterwards 10 the 
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hands of the Executioner, or are at beſt forced to fly in- 


to foreign Lands, there to live in Poverty and Contempt; 
the Providence of God generally taking care, for the 
Good and Quiet of Mankind, that ſuch wicked Attempts 
ſhall nor proſper | 

Rebellion is indeed as great a Crime againſt God, as 
it is againſt rhe . becauſe it js reſiſting his N. 
nance; it being his Will and Pleaſure declared both by 
the Voice of Nature and of Scripture, that Mankind 


ought to live under Government, and in conſequence be 


ſubject to it. And therefore the Scripture tells us, that 
he that reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God; and that they that reſiſt, ſhall recerve Damnation, 
or Judgments, to themſelves, Rom, 13. 2. And we 
are commanded to be ſabjed to every Ordinance of Man 
for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as Su- 
preme, or unto Governors, as unto thoſe that are ſent 
by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil docre, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well. 1 Pet. 2. 13. ' 
And beſides the reſiſting of God's Ordinance, nebel- 
lions are highly injurious to our Fellow - Subjects, gene- 
rally producing Rapine, and Plunder, and Devaſtation 
in a Country : and the Murder of great Numbers of 
People, whoſe Blood will cry to God for Vengeance 
upon Thoſe who occafion rhe ſpilling of it. | 

And what ſtil] further aggravates this Crime is, that it 


is generally attended with Perjury, with deliberate and 


wiltul Perjury; by which the guilry Perſons do impre- 
cate the Judgments of God upon themſelves; and there- 
fore have the greateſt Re-:ſons to fear his Judgments both 
in this World and the other. I 5 
But it may be ask d, Is all Reſiſtance whatſoever to 
28 call'd Rebellion? Are all Governments in this reipect 
alike ? Have all Kings equal Power? And is the Condi- 
tion of Government fach, that People mult in all Caſes, 


tho' of never ſo great Difficulty and Danger, lie ſtill, 


and patiently ſuffer themſelves to be utterly undone by 
Lat Power that was defign'd to protect them . 


It 
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It muſt be confeſſed, that in all common Times ſuch 
Queſtions as theſe are much bettet let alone than an- 
iwered either way: becauſe if they ate anſwered, one 
way, they tend to flatter Princes; it may be, to the 
great Prejudice of their People firſt, and afterwards to 
their own Deſtruction: if they are anſwered the other, 
it will probably be call'd Sedition, and may ſometimes 
tenÞto it, and make People more eaſily venture upon 
dangerous Experiments, that may diſturb the World, 
and end in their own Ruin. 

But fince the Happy Revolution, that preſerved our 
Religion and Liberties, and all that is dear to us, there is 
a Neceſlity of ſpeaking more, clearly out ; and there- 
fore they that have been the moſt zealous Friends of 
the Government, have defended that Reſiſtance that was 
then neceſſary to our Preſervation, and by that have de- 
fended the Government it ſelf: and on the contrary, the 

Enemies of the Government have chiefly made uſe 
ot the Doctrine of Abſolute Non-Reſiſtance, in order to 
over-turn it; they have alledged the Authority of the 
Church of Exgland; they have often, to raiſe Odium, 
objected the horrible Fact of this Day, and parallelled 
it with the Revolution: by which, and other like Me- 
thods, they have perverted many of our Church, and 
made them join with Papiſts to raiſe a Rebellion, and to 
ſet up a Popiſh Pretender to the Throne of his Ma- 


ly. 

I ſhall therefore firſt compare the two Caſes, that of 
the Revolution, and that of the Rebellion againſt King 
Charles the Firſt, and ſhew the difference between them: 
and then I fhall ſpeak ſomething to the Matter of Reſi- 
itapce in general. 

As for the two Caſes before us, it muſt be owned, 
that if Reſiſtance be in all caſes whatever againlt the 
Law of God, neither of them can be excuſed; and 
this Kingdom, inſtead of thanking God upon the Fifth 
of November for car Deliverance, for making all Oppo- 


tion fall before the then Prince of Orange, till He be. 
came 


' came our King, have reaſon to humble themſelves before 
him for the National Guilt we then comratted; which, 
tho? not of ſo horrid a Nature as the other, yer was 
much more National, there being very few in the King- 
dom, except the Papiſts, who did not either concur in 
the Reſiſtance, or wiſh it Succeſs : which was the Caſe 
at leaſt of the chief of thoſe Clergy and Laity that af- 
terwards refuſed to take the Oaths. 

As for King Charles, tho” he had many Perſonal Ver- 
tues, yet there were Irregularities in the Adminiſtration 
of Affairs during a great part of his Reign, which are 
not very proper to be repeated upon this Day: but what- 
ever they were, they were all ſet right in a Parliamenta- 
ry Way before the War broke out; and not only. fo, 
but he parted with many valuable Prerogatives for the 
Security of his People for the future: from which time 
he put himſelf in the right, and put them in the wrong, 
who were {till purſuing him with unreaſonable Demands. 
This therefore muſt make every Step of that War to be 
unlawful , but much more muſt ir have been unlawful, 
to continue it ſo long after ſo many gracious Offers he 
made of Accommodation, and much more till for a 
Pack of Men, without any Legal. Authority, to ſubvert 
the whole Frame of Govzrnment both in Church and 
State: But moſt of all horrible, for them who had 
not Authority to judge the leaſt Man in Exgland, to call 
their King before them as his proper Judges, to uſe Him 
with the greateſt Indignities, and at laſt, in a barbarous 
manner, to condemn and execute him. I think nothing 
more need be ſaid to ſhew the Wickedneſs of every ſtep 
of theſe Proceedings. 32535 55 

But as to his unhappy Son King James, in the firſt 
place, he openly ptofeſſed a Religion, which of it ſelf 
mult make him a dangerous Enemy to a Proteſtant Coun- 
try ; a Religion which made it his Duty to give up to a 
Foreigner a great part of the ſuriſdiction of the Crown: 
I mean the Juriſdiction which he had over the Church, 
and which could not indeed be exerciſed by himſelf, 1 2 5 

| wit 
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with almolt equal Danger to our Religion, which he 
muſt think himſelf bound in Conſcience to deſtroy as 
foon as he could. And accordingly, by various Arts and 


Methods, he quickly ſet about it; and in 


cure himſelf in the Attempt, he raiſed an Army, and 


Kingdom. He claimed a Power of diſpenſing with Laws, 
which, being made by the Common Conſent and Autho- 


ther be diſpenſed with nor altered, but by the ſame Com- 
mon Conſent that made them : And by this Diſpen- 
fing Power he made Privy-Counſellors, Judges, Juſtices 


capable of their Places, and whoſe Actions conſequently 
were all null and void in the Execution of them, which 
of it ſelf, had it gone on, muſt have left us in Confu- 
fion, and without any Government at all. No ſuch 
Judge could legally Try any Cauſe, nor condemn any 
Criminal, nor ſuch Juſtice of Peace impriſon any Male- 
factor; and the Subjects of Exgland could have had no 
Legal Juſtice or Protection: which would have been in 
truth diſſolving the Government, and leaving every 
Man to do as he would, or could do, unleſs ſo far as 
he was hindred by mere Force. 3 
I might name a great Number of Particulars more, 
ſuch as the illegal taking away of Charters through the 
Kingdom, the Hats Commiliion-Court, the Impriſoning 
Seven Biſhops only for petitioning in a Caſe of plain 
Law, the turning out a whole College in Oxford, becauſe 
they would not break their Oaths, and their Statutes, 
and putting Papiſts, againſt Law, in their room; with 
many other things of the ſame kind, tending directly to 
overturn our Religion and Laws. But ] paſs them all over, 
and would only further add, that when he ſaw his Pro- 
teſtant Army were not like to ſtand by him, to bring in 
Popery, nor turn Papiſt themſelves, he did, by the ſame 
D'ſpenfing Power, put Popiſh Officers in as faſt as he 
we 


der to ſe · 
kept it up without Conſent of Parliament in time of 
Peace, contrary to the Fundamental Priviledges of the 


rity of the Kingdom, as well as of the Crown, can nei- 


of Peace, and other Officers, who were not by Law 
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well could, and Tent fot great Numbers of Papiſts 
from abroad; and, had he had time fully to accompliſh 
that Reform of his Army, we had then been at the Mer- 
cy of thoſe, from whom we could expect nothing but 
the utmoſt Barbarit 7. j 

Theſe things filPd the Nation with Aſtoniſhment, and 
diſmal Expectation of what was coming upon us; and 
therefore ſome of the Wiſelt and tlie Greateſt Men we 
had, both in Church and State, privately invited the 
Prince of Orange over to our Aﬀkſlance. 5 

When King James heard that the Prince was coming, 
he gave the Nation good Words, and began to redrefs 
ſdme of the Illegal Things that he had done; but as 
ſoon as he heard that the Prince's Fleet was diſpeiſed 
by a Storm, and that probably he could not come that 
Winter, he put a ſtop to all Pretences for N eforma : 

tion, and by that to our Hopes of ever ſeeing out 
Grievances redreſſed but by Force. However, ſoon at- 
the Prince did come, and many of all Ranks and Qua- 
lities declared for him ; and the general Deſire of the 
Nation was a Free Parliament, to ſet Matters right 
without Bloodſhec. EK: 

This King 7ames himſelf for ſome time ſeemed 
to come into, and Writs were ordered for it; bur 
oh a ſudden he changed his Purpoſe, and firſt ſent 
away the Queen, and him whom he called his Son, 
into France, and ſoon after followed himſelf ; threw 
the Great Seal into the Thames, left us in Confuſion, 
and without any Government at all. 

What could the Nation do under theſe fad Cir- 
cumlſtances, but either fight it out with one another, 
for the ſake of a Prince who had governed them ſo, 
and left them ſo as King James had done; or elle 
in a peaceable manner to- ſettle things as well as they 
could, being left without any Legal Authority over 
them ? They choſe this latter way, as being the molt 


Reaſonable, indeed the only Reaſonable Way ther 
B could 
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could taxe. A Convention of the Eſtates of the 
Kingdom vas called together, as well as could be 


in a Country which had no Legal Authority among 
them; and which by conſequence, when met, had 


no Legal Superior. They upon mature Conſideration 


declared, that King James by governing them in the 
manner he had done, and leaving them afterwards in 
ſuch Contuſhon, had Abdicared the Government: And 
then they ſettled the Crown in the manner we all know. 
As to the Pretended Son of King James, they ſaid no- 
thing of him ; for which we may concieve, they had 


theſe Reaſons. 


In the firſt place, that both He and the Perfons chiefly 
concerned in the Afflir of his Birth, were ſent beyond 
Sea; ſo that the Matter could not be examined into, 
which might have been, and we have no reaſon to doubt 


' would have been done, had King James and the pro- 


per Perſons concerned ſtaid in Exglund. | BN 
And in the next place, becauſe, whatever his Birth 
was, he was not then in the power of the Nation; we 
could not have had him for our King, tho' we had ne- 
vet 10 mich Yefired it. And the Confufion of the Na- 
tion requiring an immediate Settlement, it was not fit to 
fiy any thing of him. 5 
IJ have now hinted at the chief Reaſons we may ſup- 
poſe the Nation went upon in this great Affair; and if 
every thing in it was not agreeable to the common Legal 
Forms, we have this to ſay, That it was not poſſible, 
That it was a Cale of Neceſſity, and neceſſity is ſuperior 
to all Law, and a Law to it ſelf. And therefore if what 
was done was reaſonable and fit for wiſe Men to do, it 
then muſt- be Lawful and Rightful in the fight of God; 
and all that we have done ſince, with reſpect to our 
preſent Happy Settlement, be the Effects of a Lawful 
and Rightful Government. I would only add this one 
thing, that the Nation in that whole Proceeding did 
not act like Men that were given to Change No © 
| Change 
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Change was made, but what was juſt neceſſary for 
our Settlement in Peace and Quiet : No overturning 
of the Church or the Monarchy, but both remain {till 
upon their ancient Foundations; and I pray God they 
may remain ſo throughout all Ages. 

I now proceed to ſpeak ſomething concerning the 
Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſting Princes, in 
ſuch Caſes as that I have mentioned. And here 1 
would chiefly obſerve, that ſo far as we are concerned 

in it, it cannot be determined by any Doctrine, either 
of the Scripture, or of the Church of England; but 
mult be determined by the Nature of Government in 
general, and by the Nature of our own Conſtitution in - 
particular. a 
1. In the firſt place, the Doctrine of the Croſs is 
much pleaded in this Cauſe : and it muſt be owned, 
that the Duty of giving up all we have, and our Lives 
too, rather than deny Chrift or any of his Truths, is 
a plain Doctrine of the Scriptures ; and that we ought 
to do this, when it ſhall pleaſe God to call us to it, 
with great Patience, and Meekneſs, and Reſignation 
to the Will of God. This requires a Temper made 
up of many noble Virtues and Graces ; A preat Con- 
tempt of the World, the living by Faith, Dependance 
npon God, Humility and Charity, and the like : and 
where all theſe are, tho a Man ſhould be under fome 
Miſtake as to the Meaſures of exercifing of them, yet 
they muſt render ſuch a Perſon amiable in the fight 
both of God and Men. But on the contrary, it this 
Doctrine of the Croſs be only talked of, when none 
of theſe Graces appear; if Ambition and a worldly 
Spirit appear in the Propoſers; if it be Joined wich 
bitter Revilings and uncharitable Cenſures, with Lyes 
and Calumny, with Slander and Reproach, with Diſ⸗ 
content for the leaſt Preſſure upon themſelves, or mere- 
ly becauſe they cannot have their Will upon others: 
all Talk in ſuch Perſons K the Doctrine of the Croßs. 
| B 2 mult 
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muſt either be Faction or Hy pocriſy, and ſhews only | 
what they would have other People | quietly ſuffer, 
without bringing the Matter Home to. their own 


2. In the ſecond place, I would take notice, that 
this Doctrine of patient ſuffering even the gꝑreateſt 
Preſſures brought upon our ſelves, does not come up 
to the Caſe in queſtion. It is readily granted, that 


fo private Niſcontent, no private Injury will juſtify a 


Man in reſiſting Government, and diſturbing the Peace 
of the World: but the queſtion is, what a Man may 
lawfully do, out of Love to his Country, out of Love 


0 many Millions of People, who are concerned in 


piquſt Grievances. + e 
We ate commanded. patiently to bear our awn 
Injuries, and thoſe are the proper Objects of Pati- 


ence; but we are no where commanded patiently 


to bear the Injuries brought upon other People. And 
therefore Maſes, who is commended as the meckelt 
Man upon Earth, had great Indignation for the Preſ- 
jure brought upon his Brethren ; and even ſem an 
Eeyprian, who uſed one of them tyrannically. 


And indeed theſe two things are built upon different 


Foundations. The Reſentment or Vindicating of In- 


Juries hrought upon our ſelves, is built upon the Prin- 


ciple of Self-Love, which Chriſtianity requires in ma: 


ny Caſes to be oyerlooked ; but a Concern for the 
Tajyries brought upon others, is built upon the noble 


Duty of Charity, than which none is more recom- 


mended by our great Maſter : and therefore what- 
ever Patience may be required from us, either in 
f{uftering Perſecution or other Injuries, this cannot of 


it ſelf determine what a Man may lawfully do, or 
what may be his Duty to do, out of Love to hi 


Tountry, and to do good to many Millions o 
WW: 4 . 3 > ; CEE * 2 | j 
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3. As for the Precepts we meer with in Scrip- 
ture about Obedience to Governors, ſuch as thoſe 1 
have already quoted; Let every Soul be ſubject to 
the Higher Powers, and Submit your ſelves 10 eve- 
ry. Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake : it muſt 
be owned, that they are the plain Voice of Nature, 
as well as Scripture. Common Reaſon tells us, that 
it muſt be the Will of our Great Creator that Man- 
kind ſhould live under Government; hecauſe, | ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, they could neither live in Peace 
nor Quiet, nor in God/ineſS and Honeſty without it. 
Government therefore is God's Ordinance, and Sub- 
jection a Natural Duty arifing from it; but as to 
the particular Meaſures of this SubjeQtion , we. -can- 
not certainly judge of them by ſuch general Words 
as thoſe we have in Sctipture, but they muſt be de- 
termined either by the Nature, End, and Deſign 
of Government in general, or from the Nature of 
the Conſtitution of every Nation in particular. Pra- 
Etical. Precepts of the Scriptures differ in this from 
Speculative Points: Matters of Speculation or Do- 
Ctrine are not altered by Circumſtances, but remain 
in their general Nature unvariable thro all Ages and 
Countries, and therefore are intirely to be judged 
of by the Scriptures. themſelves: But as for Practi- 
cal Precepts, when they come to be put in practice, 
they admit of ſuch infinite Variety of Circumſtances, 
that many other things beſides the general Rule muſt 
be brought in, to help us to judge of the Lawfulneſs 
or Unlawfulneſs of particular Actions. And this is 
the Method of all thoſe who write about Caſes: of 
Conſcience: The Scripture commanded that no Per- 
ſon ſhould eat the Shew-Bread, but the Prieſis alone; 
yet David judg'd this was intended as a Reſtraint in 
a Caſe. of great Neceſſity; and our Saviour has 
ſince Juſtify'd him in it. God commanded that 20 
wanner of Wark ſhould be done on the Sabbarh-Day ; 
85 | Vet 
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yet common ' Reaſon has excepted Cafes of Neceſ- 
ty and Mercy : and our Saviour has given us a 
general Rule of Judging in ſuch Caſes ; The Sab- 
arh was made for „ and not Man for the Sab 
barh, Mark 2. 27. Thus our Saviour commands, 
that we ſhould. grve to every one that aſts, and 
lend to eyery one that would borrow of us ; but 
common Reaſon eafily tells us that nothing more 
can be meant by this, but that we ſhould be very 
Charitable. 5 | * 
And the ſame may be faid as to the general Rules 
of Obedience to all ſorts of Superiors. Thus Chil- 
dten ate commanded to obey their Parents in all 
things, Coloſſ. 3. 20. but I believe in Eng/and no 
body underftands by this, that if a Son has an Eſtate 
left him, or has go: one by his Induſtry ,. he is 
bound at his Father's Command to give it up to him. 
And the ſame may be ſaid as to the Obedience of Wives 
to Huſbands. The Scripture commands Wives 10 be 
obedient to their own Huſbands in every thing, as 
the Charch is to Chriſt; Eph. 5. 22, 23, 24. which 
Words, if taken ſtriftly, make the one half of the 
World abſolute Slaves to the other. And I would 
take notice, that in this Caſe there are two Confide- 
rations, that ſeem to lay the Obligation ſtricter 
than in any of the general Precepts of Submiſſion 
to Government. | * 5 8 
The firſt is, that they are commanded to he obe- 
dient in every thing, and as the Church 1s to 
Chrift - Whereas no fuch Precept occurs in all the 
Scripture with reſpe& to Government. All Perſons 
indeed are commanded to be obedient, but are no 
where commanded to be obedient to it in every 
thing. And, in the next place, the Scripture. 
tells us, that the Woman was made for Man, and 
not the Man for the Woman ;, 1 Cor. 11. 9. 


whereas it is a known Truth, that Government was 
not 
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not made for the ſake of Princes, but they and 


their Office were made for the Good of the People 
which are governed: Notwithſtanding both which 
Particulars, Gogd-nature and Juſtice too have made 
the wiſeſt Men interpret, that the Obedience due 


from Wives to Husbands is only ſuch as is agree- 


able to the Nature of Marriage, where the Woman 
is made one Fleſh with the Man, and Partner in 
his Fortunes; and our Laws themſelves ſuppoſe, 
that there are ſome degrees of ill Uſage, which will 
Juſtify a Woman in refuſing Obedience to her Husband 
as long as they live. | 


That which I intend by all this, is to obſerve, 
that, beſides the General Rules of Scripture, ma- 
ny other things are to be taken into Conſideration 
to Judge of the Nature and Meaſure of Obedience 
to Princes; and particularly the Nature and Kind 
of the Government it ſelf, which I now proceed to 
conſider. 5 ä 


4. Where the Prince has the full Power of the 
Kingdom in him, and can make, alter, or abrogate 
Laws at pleaſure ; there, tho the People have ſtill 


a Right to be governed, and not to be deſtroyed, yet 


they cannot claim a Right to be governed this or that 
particular way ; Thar is in the Pleaſure of the Prince, 
and Obedience is due from the Subject accordingly. It 
is true indeed, that no Prince has Power to commit Acts 
of Violence, or to make barbarous or oppreſſwe Laws, 
as no Judge has the Power of Judging unjuſtly : 
Yet, as in the Caſe of a Judge, if he has Jurif 


_ dition in the Cauſe, and be in a Supreme Court, 


from Which there is no Appeal, tho he ſhould 

judge unjuſtly, it is conſidered in the Law as. 4 

Caſe adjudged, and no Remedy to be had againſt 

it; ſo if a Prince act with full Power, _— 
| | _ 


16 .4 Sermon preach d before the 

ſhould act unjuſtly and oppreſſively, it's a hard 
matter to ſay what Remedy there is for the Subject 
at leaſt unleſs the Caſe come to be plainly into- 
lerable. But this is a Queſtion, that, bleſſed be God, 
We are not concerned in, and therefore I; ſhall de- 
termine nothing in it, leaving ſuch unhappy People 
to ſtand or fall to their own Maſters ; and ſhall pro- 
ceed. to a Caſe that more nearly concerns our ſelves , 
which is that of a Mixed or Limited Monarchy. 


A Monarthy. may be called Limited, chiefly up- 
on theſe two Accounts: The firſt is, when the 
Prince can neither raiſe Money, nor make, or al- 
ter, or diſpenſe with Laws, without the Conſent 


and Authority of the States of the Kingdom: and | 


in conſequence of this, in the ſecond place, that 
the Actions of ſuch a Prince, againſt the Law, are 
null and void. Sometimes indeed even Arbitrary Prin- 
ces do by their Laws declare, That if Things are 
not done in ſuch and ſuch a Manner even by them- 
ſelves, they ſhall be null and void : But thoſe Laws 
proceeding merely from their own Power, may be 
diſpenſed with, or altered at their Pleaſure, and are 
not defigned to tie up the Hands of ſuch Princes; 
but to prevent Surprize, and proceeding without 
good Adyice ; and therefore are in truth no Limitation 
of the Monarchy. 

But the Caſe is otherwiſe, where the Law pro- 
ceeds from the Authority of others as well as the 
the Prince: There no one Perſon has Authority to 
break or alter that which was done by common 
Conſent : and the People of ſuch a State have 
not only a general Right to Protection, which is the 
end of all Government; but they have a Right to 
be protected and governed according to thoſe Laws 
to which they gave their own Conſent, Such wh 

| mite 
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mited Monarch has however this great Advantage if 


governing, That ſo long as he does not ſet him- 
1elf above the Laws, bit is willing to govern by 
them, tho* it ſhould be with many Frailties and 
Miſtakes, yet he ſeems to be the moſt clearly {-re- 
fifible of any Prince in the World: becauſe, as he 


acts ſo far with Full and Supreme Authority, fo it 


cannot be ſuppos d, that Laws, made by Common 
Conſent: of a Kingdom, ſhould ever be ſo far pie- 


' Judicial to it, as in any reſpect to Jultify Reſiſtance 


in the Execution of them. 


But if ſuch a Prince ſhall think fit to dd ds King 
Janes did, ſet himſelf above the Laws, claim and 
exerciſe a Power of Diſpenſing with them at pleaſure 5 
leave all- Legal Securities at mercy, govern by Ot- 
ficers that have no Legal Commiſſions, and conſe- 
quently no Power; raiſe an Army. in tithe of Peace; 
without Conſent of Parliament, to ſubdue and ter- 


rify his Subjects, Be a profeſſed Enemy to the 


Religion Eſtabliſhed by Law ; and in conſequent? of 
all this, bring the Subjects under Juſt Apprehenfion 


of the ſaddeft Calamities that can befal them: In 


a word, inſtead of 4 Protector, he becomes an 
Invader, and ſo far be neither the Ordinantèe of God, 


Hor the Ordinance of Man; What may Subjects laws 


fully, do in ſuch a Caſe as this is ? 
As to this I anſiver, That this is a Cafe of niere 


eivil Conſideration , and muſt be determined by the 


Nature of the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, and the 
natural Reaſon of Mankind; which tells us what 
People may do when they are Invaded, and invaded 
againſt Law and Right, and like to be utterly undong 
by the Invaſion. | | 


| This is a Caſe no where tnentioned in the Serip⸗ 


— — — 


met... — Ct . b "aa 


18 A Sermon preath'd before the 
tures, nor in any of the Antient Fathers of the 
Church, nor meddled with any where by any pub- 
lick Authority of the Church of Exgland: And in- 
| deed this cannot be a Matter of Doctrine of an 
Church, becauſe ir cannot be determined by the 
Scripture , which is the fole Rule the Church ought 
to go by in Matters of Doctrine; and becauſe no 
Church has any thing to do to determine of the Na- 
ture, Reſult, and Confequences of Civil Rights. 


This is indeed a Caſe of Conſcience; but the 
Rule of Conſcience, and the Rule of Faith, are 
very different Things. The Scripture is the Rule 
of our Faith, and of our Manners too, fo far as 
they depend upon mere Revelation : but there are 
many other Duties that Conſcience is concerned in, 
which mult be determined by the Force of Natural 
Reaſon, by the Law and the Conſtitution of our Coun- 
try, and the peculiar Circumſtances of the Caſe x 
of which ſort this, that I have now been ſpeaking 
of, is plainly one : and any Church may as well 
retend to determine all Matters of Juſtice, brought 
efore our Courts ( becauſe Cafes of Conſeience 
ate one way or other concerned in them) as it can 
to determine in this Matter. 


Gire me leave to add, in the laſt place, That 
this Doctrine of Unlimited Paſſive Obedience has not 
in Fact tended to the Peace of the World, which is 
the only good Pretence for it; but, on the contrary: 
thoſe Countries: where it has been mblt talked of, 
have been moſt imbroiled. Among thoſe that are not 
Chriftians , none have carty*d the pretence of Suffer- 
ing with profound Submiſſion ſo high as the Turks , 
who yet, within rthefe laſt hundred Years, have 
gepoſed more of their Princes, than all this part of 
tte World beſide, Among Chriftians it has no * 
5 SH 
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been talked of ſo much as in this Country, for 2 

hundred. Years laſt paſt, and we all know the Con- 
| fuſion - that we. have been in ever fince 3 Whereas 
maſt other Countys, that have talked moderately 
of this Matter, have been at peace and quiet. 


Whether it be that this encourages Princes to 
ſtrain their Power, and do exorbitant things; or 
whether it has raiſed incurable Fears, and Jealouhes, - 
and Suſpicions in the Minds of Subjects, or, as will 
often happen, created immaderate Oppoſition the 
other way; or whether. all theſe together be not 
the Cauſes of it, I will not determine: ſo far is 
certain, That this does not ' repreſent Government 
in its atniable View, as a kind Protector, and as 
deſigned by God's Providence for our Good; but 
rather repreſents it as a terrible Monſter, that can 
devour us if it will, and may do it ſafely if it 
pleaſes; And ſuch a Repreſentation as this . mult 
ſometimes raiſes Fears of Danger when there is none, 
and Create ſuch dreadful :Suſpicions, as ſhall not be 
in the power either of Reaſon or Religion to con- 
quer. And therefore the Scriptures take a quite con- 
trary Method z when they command us to be ſub- 
ject to Princes, they give ſuch Reaſons as render 
Government amiable ; that the Prince is the Mini- 
tier of God to ws for good; that Governors are 
Dent for the Puniſhment of Evil doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well but they never once 
put the terrible Caſe, That they may not he fe- 
Alen „ tho it be to five a Nation from Deſtiu- 
ion. 1 


Let us therefore imitate the Scripture in this, let 
us teach our People that Government is the Or di- 
nance of God, for the great Good of Mankind; 
that the Blefſings of Peace 1 Quiet, which. we en- 

1 JPY 
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Joy under it, are the * Bleffings of Liſe 

* that if the Government be diſturbed, we muſt lole 
all this ; and that Rapine and Plunder, Murder 
and Bloodſhed will ſucceed in tht room of them: 
Let us teach them to ſubdue all their inordinate 
Paſſions, all Anger, and Pride, Ambition and Dif- 
content, all Thoughts of Revenge againft Gover- 
nors, becauſe they . have their Will of them, 
pbpbecauſe they cannot obtain ſuch Places of Honour 
or Profit as they think they deſerve; And tell 
them -withal, that if they do reſiſt their Gover- 
nors upon theſe | or any other inordinate Paſſions 
whatever, they are guilty of Rebelllon, and Per- 
Jury, and Murder, and muſt anſwer to God for 


it. 


If theſe things were well inculcated, Govt 


' pots A 0 "ſpeaking might be very ſaſe, 
and World very quiet, without putting 
bard Caſes, that are in themſelves unnatural” , 
that tend to provoke and exaſperate; and which, 
howeyer People may talk 'of them when they are 
at Faſe and Quiet, always have been feen through, 
and always will be feen through, when they 
ſhall really happen, and any probable Means 
of Deliverance appear. 


I have infilted thus a upon theſe Parti- 
eulars, to vindicate the Memory of our Glo- 
rious Deliverer King WILLIAM, and of 
theſe Noble Patriots that Jjoin'd with him to 
accompliſh our Deliverance, and to ſhew the 
Wiſdom and Lawfulneſs of the Settlement that 
was, then made; and in conſequence of that, 
of the Settlement that was made vpen our 
prefent Gracious King and his Family, in op- 

pohcion 
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all the ad Effects that are like to follow from 
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po ion to all Popiſh Pretenders whatever. And 


| have particulary ſhewn, that no Doctrine of 
the Church of England is: concerned in this 
matter; that I may, if poſſible, undeceive thoſe, 


and de 


who out of rsſpect to our Church are taki 
the moſt effectual Meaſures to a Fi 


Give me leave to add, That it is the clear Law 
ot our Country, that the King and Parliament may, 


for wiſe Reaſons, alter the Succeſſion of the Crown. 


And this Advantage we have from our happy Conſti- 
tution above moſt Arbitrary Monarchies; where tho 


the Prince has the Abſolute Supreme 3 
Power, yet he is limited in the man- Grot- de Jure 
ner of holding it, and is bound to 1 * af 


deliver it down to the next Succeſſor 


appointed by the Original Law and Conſtitution; at 


leaſt if he do not conſult the Kingdom again in 
the matter, which ſuch Monarchs generally have no 
ſettled legal way of doing. Whereas with us the States 


of the Kingdom muſt frequently be call'd together; and 

when they join their Authority in any ſuch great Emer- 
gency as this, there is then the ſame full Authority in 
Altering, that could be in the original Making of any + 
Law whatſoever. And if it be done for wiſe and good 


Reaſons, thoſe Princes who come in upon that Alteration | 


are Rightful and Lamſul Princes. 


T ſhall therefore apply my ſelf to all that hear me, 
in the Words of my Text; My Son, fear thou the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with thoſe that 


* 


In the firſt place, let us frar the Lord, and the 
ſad Judgments which we have reaſon to expect from 


bim, both in this World and the other, if we 


venture 


venture to join in Rebellion againſt our Gracious Kit 5 
Ger . Miniſter, wa who (if 8 
niſter of God to ws for Goal 


made; anc fince he came among us, bas 
carried himſelf as a kind Protector, and Friend to 
our: Conltitution in Church and State. A Prince that 
may apply to the People of Englend, as Samuel 
token, ar whaſe Aſs bave I teken © A Prince in- 
deed that is the 'yery Breath of our Noſtrils ; with 
whoſe Government our Religion, and Liberties , 
and all that is dear to us, mult ſtand or fall, 


In the next place, let us fear the Lord, and 
his Judgments , that are like to befal us if we ven- 
dure to break thoſe Oaths, which moſt of us have 
Hlemnly made, and frequently repeated in Hie 
Name, and in Hs Preſence. It is now about four- 
teen Years fince the Oath of Abjuration of the Pre- 
tender has been appointed by Law to be taken by all 
that fir in either Houſe of Parliament, by all the 
Clergy, and by all Officers Civil or Military; and 
it has accordingly been taken from time to time: and 

a great part of the Nation have taken it even fince 
the Riſe of the Rebellion in behalf of the Pzeten- 
der. Here has been both a long Time , and a great Oc- 
caſion given to conſider well of the matter: and there- 
fore all thoſe who after this ſhall venture to break 
this Oath , have the greateſt reaſon to expect the Curſe 
of God, which they have imprecated upon themſelves, 
and which God has denounced againſt all that bear fat 
Ay by his Name : The Curſe of Gad, ſays the Prophet, 

| Hall enter into the Houſe of him that ft weareth fallly 
by my Name; and it ſhall remain in the midſt of hzs 
Wy 5 Houſe, 
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| Houſe, and ſhall con 8 it, with the Timber thereof, 
and with the Stones thereof. Zech. 5. 4. 


It muſt be a melancholy thing, to ſee any of our 
Cunrymen thus expoſe themſelves to the Cvrſe 
of God ; but however there is at leaft this Comfort 
in it, that we have reaſon to expect they will carry 
this Curſe along with them into the Cauſe they e- 
ſpouſe, which will be a dead Weight upon it, and 
at laſt fink it. 


In a word, every Ptoteſtant who has taken the 
Oaths , and all ter that favoks [this K cbellion en 
gages apainlt His King; againſt his „ agai 
| Bs Religion , and 201 | bis Country , at * ons 
time. He involves his Country ih Blood and Rapine, 
and all the Miſeries and Calamities of War, only to 
undo it if he ſucceeds, and to intail upon it all thoſe 
_ Tudgtnents Which a Succeſſion of Popiſh Princes 
always have brought, and always mbſt bring upon 
Proteſtant Countries. . „ „ 


I mali conelude all in the Words of Err, with a 
little Variation: If after ſo many Deliverantes as God 
has given us from Popery, we ſhall now join to 
bring it upon our ſelves ; ' If we ſhall join in Aﬀent- 
3 with the People of theſe Abominations, will not 

od be angry with ws till he has conſumed us, ſo 
that there ſhall be no Remnant nor Eſcaping ? © 
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2 4 h of January, 1715. Be- 
ing the . of the Martyrdom of King 
Charles T. By the Moſt Reverend Father 


